
 
TABLE 1-7 PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY AGE AND SEX OF 
TITLE II DISABLED WORKER BENEFICIARIES AWARDED 

BENEFITS IN SELECTED CALENDAR YEARS 1970-2012 

 

All Disabled Workers a 
Year awarded benefits  

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Under 30 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 6.4 6.4 6.2 7.9 8.1 8.2 7.6  6.6 6.1 
30–34 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 4.9 4.6 4.3 4.6 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.3 4.3 
35–39 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 8.4 6.6 6.4 6.9 6.7 6.6 6.4 5.9 5.6 
40–44 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 11.5 10.2 9.8 10.3 9.9 9.5 9.1 8.4 8.2 
45–49 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 13.1 13.4 13.6 13.5 13.4 13.3 13.1 12.3 11.9 
50–54 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 18.1 18.4 18.9 18.8 19.2 19.7 20.0 20.3 20.3 
55–59 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 21.3 23.1 23.4 22.9 22.6 22.8 23.3 25.0 25.8 
60–61 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 8.7 8.4  8.3 8.2 8.7 8.6 8.6 9.1 9.2 
62–FRA n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 7.8  8.9  9.1 6.9 6.9 6.8 7.3 8.2 8.5 
Average Age n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 48.9 49.5 49.8 48.8 48.8 48.8 49.2 49.9 50.2 

   
Men 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Under 30 6.7 7.7 8.3 8.7 10.9 7.2 6.8 6.6 6.4 8.2 8.4    8.5 7.8 6.7 6.3 
30–34b n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 4.6 4.3 4.1 4.3 4.2       4.2 4.1 4.0 4.0 
35–39 7.6 8.6  9.7 13.3  16.9 16.3 8.3 6.3 6.1  6.4 6.1       6.1 5.9 5.4 5.2 
40–44 6.5 6.2 6.0 7.0 9.4 10.7 10.7 9.7 9.2 9.7 9.3       8.9 8.6 7.9 7.7 
45–49 10.1 9.5 8.4 9.9 9.5 11.5 12.7 12.9 13.0 12.8 12.7     12.5 12.4 11.6 11.2 
50–54 14.7 15.7 14.7 14.6 13.5 15.7 17.6 17.9 18.4 18.3 18.6     19.1 19.5 19.8 19.7 
55–59 23.5 23.1 24.6 23.1 20.5 20.4 21.1 23.7 24.0 23.7 23.4    23.6 24.2 25.8 26.6 
60–61 12.3 12.1 12.3 12.4 10.3 8.9 9.1 8.9 8.8 8.9 9.5      9.3 9.4 9.8 9.9 
62–FRA 18.7 17.1 16.0 10.9 8.9 9.3 9.1 9.6 9.9 7.7 7.8      7.7 8.1 9.0 9.3 
Average Age 52.1 51.5 51.2 50.1 48.1 48.9 49.1 49.8 50.1 49.1 49.2    49.2 49.5 50.3 50.5 

  
Women 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Under 30 4.2 6.1  7.4 8.6 8.5 6.4  5.8 6.2 5.9 7.5 7.6      7.8 7.3 6.4 5.8 
30–34b n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 5.2 5.0 4.7 5.0 4.9      4.9 4.9 4.7 4.7 
35–39 6.3 7.3 9.7 12.9 16.3  16.7 8.6  7.0 6.8 7.4 7.3      7.1  7.0 6.5 6.1 
40–44 6.1 6.1 6.4 8.0 9.8 11.4 12.3 10.7 10.4 11.1 10.7    10.3  9.8 9.0 8.8 
45–49 11.0 10.1 9.3 10.6 13.1 13.8 13.5 14.0 14.2 14.4 14.2    14.3 13.9 13.1 12.6 
50–54 17.5 17.7 16.3 15.8 14.2 17.2 21.6 19.0 19.4 19.4 19.9    20.4 20.6 20.9 20.9 
55–59 27.2 25.5 25.5 23.3 22.3 20.5 21.6 22.3 22.8 22.0 21.7    21.8 22.2 24.0 25.0 
60–61 13.0 12.2 11.7 10.1 8.9 7.6 8.1 7.7 7.7 7.4 7.8      7.7 7.8 8.2 8.4 
62–FRA 14.6 15.0 13.7 10.6 6.9 6.4 6.3 8.0 8.2   5.9 5.9      5.8 6.4 7.3 7.6 
Average Age 52.8 52.1 51.1 49.7 48.4 48.5 48.7 49.2 49.5 48.4 48.4    48.4 48.8 49.5 49.9 
Notes: Age in year of award from 1960 to 1984; age in month of award after 1984. 
Data exclude closed period awards in 2002 and 2003 and expedited reinstatement cases since 2002. 
Starting with 2007, age is based on date of entitlement and not date of award. Entitlement can be retroactive and thus precede the date of award. 
FRA = full retirement age. 
a. Combined data for men and women are not available before 2000.  
b. Ages 30–34 were grouped with ages 35–39 before 1996. 

 

Source: Social Security Administration, Annual Statistical Report on the Social Security Disability Insurance Program, 2012, Table 39, available 
online at http://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/statcomps/di_asr/2012/sect03c.html#table39. 
 
This table was updated on May 27, 2014, for the 2014 version of the House Ways and Means Committee Green Book. 

 

 


